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End of Tragedy 

A skeleton hanging high ini 
a tree was found Thanksgiving 
afternoon and apparent ly ends 
the mystery of the Waiter 
Smith—Peter Hauer tragedy. 
The identification of the bones 
as being those of Peter Mar¬ 
shall Hauer was positively con- 
firmed Monday by the State s 
Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. 
Ivan Sopher, in a call to Cor¬ 
poral W. R. Dyer, State Po¬ 
liceman, of Marlinton, who 
was in charge of the investiga¬ 
tion. Comparison was made 
to dental and skull X-rays sup- 
plied by his family doctor. 
His death was ruled a suicide 
by hanging and the time of 
death was judged to be in ac* 
cordance with the time of 
Hauer’s disappearance about 
June 9. The heavy foliage at 

that time of year had prevent¬ 
ed the sighting of the body m 
the intensive search m June, 
and, of course, the search had 
centered on caves. 

Sammy Dean, of Hillsboro, 
and his eleven year old son, 
Larkin, were hunting in the 
Lobelia area Thursday (No¬ 
vember 27) when the boy saw 
the skull in the tree. The head 
and part of the neck skeleton 
was with a four foot section of 
rope about 30 feet above the 
ground. The remainder of the 
skeletonized body had fallen to 
the ground. The location was 
about two and. a half miles 
from Hauer’s home on the old 
Hull place owned by Elmer 
Wymer, as near as we can as¬ 
certain. 

Hauer was born November 
11,1945, in Lebanon, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. His mother, Carmel a 
Hauer, and a sister, Lisa, sur¬ 
vive him. He was a former 
teacher and his interest 
caves had brought him to the 
Lobelia area, where he pur¬ 
chased the Harper Anderson 
farm. He was working on a 
history of salt peter caves in 
Pocahontas, Greenbrier and 
Monroe Counties, 



In Memory 
Peter Hauer 

itfay God rest your 

soul and _V OM 

peace. And may 
your acts of kindness 
shine over the dark¬ 
ness of y our passing. 

Your Friends 




Corporal Dyer says that he 
is satisfied this is the end 
the mystery that began with 
the disappearance in the L-o 

beliaareaof Walter G. Smith, 

18 of Follansbee, a summer 
worker at Watoga State Park, 
on June 4. Hauer was last . 
seen the following Monday. 

Smith’s body, with three bul¬ 
let holes in the head, was 
found on Wednesday, June 11, 
in the Lobelia Saltpeter Gave, 
rinht close to Hauer s home, 
after a last will and testament 
naper of Hauer’s was found * n 
his house telling of the murder 
and where Smith’s body was 
and that his own body would 
eventually be found in a cave, 

hence the exhaustive^search ol 

caves in the area that followed.! 

Permission to print the pap*- 
er was denied Monday as it; it; 

nartof criminal evidence but 

it evidently will have to be re- 

corded to effect the transfer of • 

the 28 acre farm which Hauer, 
wanted to go to the Nature 
Conservancy, a national group 
dedicated to preserving areas 
in their natural state. The typ 
ed will was signed but not wit*. 

nessed. : • ! 

Hauer had been indicted for > 
. Smith’s murder at the October 
Term of Court and so the case, 
is judged a murder-suicide and 
the case considered closed^ 


Mrs. Lloyd D. WilMS 

Mrs. Jessie Gray McFerrin 
Wilson, 77, of Mill Point, died 
Monday, May 15, 1978, at 
Denmar State Hospital alter 
several years’ illness. 

She was a schoolteacher be* 
fore her marriage to Uoyd 
Wilson, who preceded her in 
death in 1971. She was a 
member of the Marvin Chap¬ 
el Methodist Church. 

Mrs. Wilson was the daugh¬ 
ter of the late Dr. Samuel A. 

McFerrin, Sr., and Mary Vir¬ 
ginia Hanna McFerrin. 

Surviving her are a brother, 
Edward McFerrin, of Ffank- 
ford, and one nephew, Samuel 
A. McFerrin, III, of Renick. 

Funeral arrangements are 

SmiiAmnlAtJ. 


History of 

Hillsboro Community 

(Pocahontas County 

By Mary Isetta W allace 

- The town of 15 i llsboro is 
• located in a rich and beauti- 
_ful valley. It is two an 

one-half miles from the 
'nearest railroad station 
'• called Seebert and named 
iin honor of a family by that 
rname which settled there in 
\ the wilderness in the early 

f days. Hillsboro was named 

- for Richard Hill, the pio¬ 
neer from North Carolina, 

who built his home on a 
good farm in the neighbor¬ 
ing Lobelia. His house was 
an unusually good one for 
' that age. Simon Girty, the 
renegade, told that Indians 
were so impressed with the 
fine display of the home of 
Mr. Hill that they called 

him white man’s king. 

The house was built oi 
hewed logs, and the space 
between filled with wood, « 
mortar or mud, and then 
white washed. It had three 
porches, two tall chimneys, 
and eight rooms. In ^ 
Creek was named tor Mr. 

Hill and, because of his 
sterling worth, will sing 
his requiem as long as its 
waters flow.” The creek 
i flows through a narrow 
channel which increases its 
velocity until it plunges 
over a precipice sixty or 
I more feet high forming a 
perfect spray and creating 
the beautiful Falls of Hills 

, Crt’k. , 

Brut fey’s Creek named 

after the first settler Joh 
Bruffey, son of Patrick 
Bruffey, the pioneer, a 

revolutionary soldier under 

General Wayne, umtes m 
.time of flood with Hills 
Creek where their waters 
sink under Droop Mountain 
to appear again in the lower 
end of the Little Levels. , 
Hills Creek forms Locust 
Creek and empties into the 

1 Greenbrier River. Bruffeys 

Creek forms Hughes Creex 
and after sinking and partly 
sinking for two miles, emp¬ 
ties into the Blue Hole. 

Many of the numerous 
progeny of Richard, 
founded their homes in the 
Hillsboro Community. 

The majority of the peo¬ 
ple of Hillsboro Community 
are of Scotch-lrish descent, 
their chief pursuits being 
| agriculture and stock rais- 
i big. Many fine herds of 
cattle and sheep, from tune | 
immemorial have been 
I prepared for the eastern 
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oral Dyer says that he 
:fied this is the end of 
rstery that began with 

lappearance in the to - 
rea of Walter G. Smith, 
Follansbee, a summer 
■ at Watoga State Park, 

ne 4 . Hauer was last 
ie following Monday, 
s body, with three bub 
oles in the head, was 
on Wednesday, June li, 
Lobelia Saltpeter Cave, 
close to Hauer’s home, 
a last will and testament 
of Hauer’s was found in 
>use telling of the murder 
where Smith’s body was 
hat his own body would 

;ualiy be found in a cave, 

• the exhaustive search ot 
i in the area that followed,; 
[•mission to print the pap-j 
is denied Monday as it is 
of criminal evidence but 

idently will have to be re- 
3 d to effect the transfer of' 
>8 acre farm which Hauer; 
ted to go to the Nature 
servancy, a national group 
cated to preserving areas 
ieir natural state# The tyjp 
nil was signed but not wit- 

auer had been indicted for 
lth*s murder at the October 
m of Court and so the case 

adged a murder-suicide and 
case considered closed* 
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ditty God rest your 
oul and give 
i tad* And may 
our acts oj kindness 
him over the dark- 
ess of your passing. 

Your Frirna* 
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, 77 , of Mill Point, died 
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sr State Hospital alter 
i years’ illness. 
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» marriage to Lloyd 
i, who preceded her in 

in 1971. She was a 
of the Marvin Chap- 
odist Church. 

Wilson was the (laugh- 

ie late Dr. Samuel A. 
in, Sr ..and Mary Vir- 
anna McFerrin. 
.vingherarea brother, 

1 McFerrin, of Frank- 
id one nephew, Samuel 
j’errin, Ilf, of Renick. 

tral arrangements a re 


History of 

Hillsboro Community 
(Pocahontas County j 

* By Mary Isetta Wallace 
- The town of Hillsboro, is 
1 located in a rich and beauti- 
_ful valley. It is two and 
\ one-half miles from the 
'•nearest railroad station 
'•called Seebert and named 
lin honor of a family by that 
name which sett led there in 
> the wilderness in the early 
f days. Hillsboro was named 
-for Richard Hill, the pio¬ 
neer from North Carolina, 
who built his home on a 
<rood farm in the neighbor-, j 

ing Lobelia. His house was 
an unusually good one for 
that age. Simon Girty, the 
renegade, told that Indiana 

were so impressed with the 
fine display of the home of 
Mr Hill that they called 

him white man’s king. 

The house was dull oi 
hewed logs, and the space 
between filled with wood, 
mortar or mud, and then 
white washed. It had three 
porches, two tall chimneys, 
and eight rooms. Hills 
Creek was named for Mr. 

Hill and, because of his 
sterling worth, will sing 
his requiem as long as its 
waters flow.” The creek 
flows through a arrow 
channel which increases its 
velocity until it plunges 
over a precipice sixty or 
more feet high forming a 
perfect spray and creating 
the beautiful Falls of H lds 
• Crt'k. , 

Bru; c ey’s Creek, named 

after the first settler, John 
Bruffey, son of Patrick 
Bruffey, the pioneer, a 

revolutionary soldier under 

General Wayne, unites m 
. time of flood with Hit 
Creek where their waters 
sink under Droop Mountain 
to appear again in the lower 
end of the Little Levels. 
Hills Creek forms Locust 
Creek and empties into the 
Greenbrier River. Brut fey s 
Creek forms Hughes Creek 
and after sinking and partly 
sinking for two rules, emp¬ 
ties into the Blue Hole. 
Many of the numerous 
progeny of Richard HiLi 
founded their homes m the 
Hillsboro Community. 

The majority of the peo- 
r \e of Hillsboro Community 
are of Scotch-Irish descent, 
their chief pursuits beirn 
agriculture and stock rais¬ 
ing. Many fine herds of 

cattle and sheep, from time 
immemorial, have been 
prepared for the eastern 
markets and at the present 


C. Willey, the farmers are 
becoming thoroughly 
aroused to the importance 
of purebred stock. 

As the traveler ascends 
by an easy climb and gentle 
undulations the winding 
road cut on. the face of 
Droop Mountain he beholds 
a panorama of unsurpassed 
loveliness when the sun 
pours his effulgent warmth 
and brightness over the 
mountains, plains, valleys 
and hills as they unite in 
proclaiming “The Lord 
reigneth, let the earth re¬ 
joice.” He also beholds 

historic ground, for it was 
at the foot of Droop Moun¬ 
tain where General Avenll 
with 5000 men pitched their 
tents before the Battle ot 
Droop Mountain which be¬ 
gan on November 6, 1863. 

Hillsboro has always 
been a religious and educa¬ 
tional center. John Jordan 
of pioneer fame . gave a 
building site to the Met 
odist church . which was 
destroyed by fire and they 
have since built four other 
churches in the community 

and now worship in a very 

comfortable, commodious 

building in the town oi 
Hillsboro. In extracts from 
the journal of Rev. Francis 
Asbury we find that w the 
years 1788, 1790 and 796 
he had made three evange¬ 
listic tours through this 
section of the country com¬ 
ing up through Greenbrier 

| County each time and being 
entertained and preaching 
at the home of McNeel m 
the Little Levels, going 
from there to the Drrnnon 
home where he was receiv¬ 
ed ‘‘gladly” and entertain¬ 
ed ‘‘kindly” in the Edra y 

neighborhood. His course 
led from there to Cloverlick 
down through Tygarts Val¬ 
ley in Randolph County 

enroute to Morgantown. At 

the McNeel home lively 

religious discussions were 
indulged in by the whole 

community. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian 
Church was organized 

1 the year of 1793. The early 
records of the Church were 
lost and no one remembers 
when it was built. A 

substantial brick structure 
in which this sect wor¬ 
shipped for many years was 
later built southeast > 
Hillsboro, where the ceme¬ 
tery is still kept up. In 
the Church was reorganiz¬ 
ed and Josiah Beard, Davis 
Poague, and John Jordan 

elders. Ine 
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fied this is the ew 
stery that began with 

appearance m the lo- 
•ea of Walter G. Smith, 

Follansbee, a earner 

at Watoga State Park, 
ie 4. Hauer was last 
e following Monday. 

3 body, with three bul- 
>les in the head, \va 
3n Wednesday, June u, 

Lobelia Saltpeter Cave, 

•lose to Hauer s home, 

l last will and testament 
of Hauer’s was found in 
ase telling of the murder 
here Smith's body was 
iat his own body would 
sally be found in a cave, 
the exhaustive search ot 
in the area that followed, i 
nission to print the pap-; 
s denied Monday as it is 
f criminal evidence but 
flentiy will have to be re- 
3 to effect the transfer “• 

$ acre farm which Ha 
3 d to go to the Nature 
irvaucy, a national group 
ated to preserving areas 
3 ir natural state. The typ- 
U was signed but not wit* 

id. . . ! 

mer had been indicted for. 
h^s murder at the October 

a of Court and so. the case 

dged a murder-suicide and 

case considered closed, _ 
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In Memory 
Peter Hauer 
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tne over tke dark~ 
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essie Gray MeFerrin 
'7, of Mill Point, died 
, May IB, 1978, at 
State Hospital after 
ears’ ill ness, 
as a schoolteacher be* 
marriage to Lloyd 
who preceded her in 
n 1971. She was a 
of the Marvin Chap- 
odist Church. 

Wilson was the daugh* 
ie late Dr. Samuel A. 
in, Sr., and Mary Vir- 
anna MeFerrin. 

Ting her are a brother, 
1 MeFerrin, oi Frank- 
ad one nephew, Samuel 
j’errin, Ill, of Renick. 
arrangcmfcBtB are 




y i» at the Jack K. 
Funeral Home in 


- The town oi nuu>uw«. " 

1 located in a rich and beauti- 

_ful valley. It » two and 

one-half miles from the 
^nearest railroad station 
!; called Seebert and named 

> in honor of a family by tha 

?” m e which <•£»•■» 

> the wilderness in the early 

f days. Hillsboro was named 

- for Richard Hill, the pio¬ 
neer from North Carolina, 
who built his home on a 
good farm in the neighbor¬ 
ing Lobelia. His house was 

an unusually good one foi , 

that age. Simon Girty, the 

renegade, told that Indians 
were so impressed with the 
fine display of the home o 
Mr. Hill that they called 

him white man’s king. 

The house was built oi 
hewed logs, and the space 
between filled with wood, 
mortar or mud, and then 
whitewashed. It had three 
porches, two tall chimn y , 
and eight rooms. I “Us 
Creek was named for Mr. 

Hill and, because of h 
sterling worth, wiU smg 
his requiem as long as its 
waters flow. lne creerv 
flows through a narrow 
channel which increases its 
velocity until it phmges 
over a precipice saty o 
more feet high forming a, 
perfect spray and creating 
the beautiful Falls of Hills 

Cr Bru': c ey’s Creek named 
after the first settler John 

Bruffey, son of Patrick 
Bruffey, the P^neer. a 

revolutionary soldier under 

General Wayne, unites in 
.time of flood with Hills 
Creek where their waters 
sink under Droop Mountain 
toappear again in the lower 
end of the Little Levels. , 

Hills Creek forms Locust 

Creek and empties into the 

Greenbrier River. Bruffeys 

Creek forms Hughes Creek 
and after sinking and partly 
sinking for two miles emp¬ 
ties into the Blue Hole. 

Many of the numerous 
progeny of Richard 
? founded their homes m the 

Hillsboro Community. 

The majority of the peo¬ 
ple of Hillsboro Community 
are of Scotch-lrish descent,, 
their chief pursuits being 
agriculture and stock rais¬ 
ing. Many fine herds of 
cattle and sheep, from time 
immemorial, have been 
prepared for the eastern 
markets and at the present 
time under the stimulus of 
our county agent, Mr. n. 


As'lhe traveler ascenus 

t i 1 _J MAwr 1 rk 


by an easy climb and gentle 
undulations the winding 
road cut on the face ot 
Droop Mountain he beholds 
a panorama of unsurpassed 
loveliness when the sun 
pours his effu igent warmth 
and brightness over the 
mountains, plains, valleys 
and hills as they unite m 
proclaiming The Lor 
reigneth, lot the earth re- 
> j 0 i ce / ’ He also beholds 

historic ground, for it was 
at the foot of Droop Moun¬ 
tain where General AvenU 
with 5000 men pitched their 
tents before the Battle ot 
Droop Mountain which be¬ 
gan on November 6, i«bd. 
Hillsboro has always 
1 been a religious and educa¬ 
tional center. John Jordan 
of pioneer fame gave a 
building site to the Meth¬ 
odist church which was 
destroyed by fire and they 
have since built four other 
churches in the conununi y 
and now worship in a very 

comfortable, commodious 

building in the town of 
Hillsboro. In extracts from 
the journal of Rev. Francis 
Asbury we fmd that in the 
years 1788, 1790 and 1796 
he had made three evange¬ 
listic tours throug 
section of the country com¬ 
ing up through Greenbrier 
County each time and being 
entertained and P r ®f c , lI l^ 

at the home of McNeel in 
the Little Levels, going 
from there to the Drinnon 

home where he was re “l''" 
pr i “gladly” and entertain¬ 
ed “kindly” in the Edray 

neighborhood. His course 
led from there to Cloverliek 
down through Tygarts Val¬ 
ley in Randolph County 

enroute to Morgantown. A 

the McNeel home lively 

religious discussions were 
indulged in by the whole 

, community. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian 
Church was organized m 
the year of 1793. The early 
records of the Church were 
lost and no one remembers 
when it was built. A 

substantial brick structure 

in which this sect wor¬ 
shipped for many years was 
later built southeast of 
Hillsboro, where the ceme¬ 
tery is still kept up. In 1830 

the Church was reorganiz¬ 
ed and Josiah Beard Davis 
Poague, and John J° r °?” 
were elected elders. The 

most distinguished minis¬ 
ters who served this Church 






















from 1820 to 1872 were 
Rev. Joseph Brown, Rev- 

Wm. G. Campbell, Rev. 

JohnS. Blain, Rev. Mitchel 
B. Dunlap, and Rev. D- »• 

Sydenstrieker. 

A new church, a frame 
building, was built m the 
town of Hillsboro, where 
the present church is locat¬ 
ed in the early ministry ot 

Dr’. D. S. Sydenstrieker 
He was succeeded by tne 
present pastor , Rev. J. ^ • 

Johnson. The frame church 

was tom down in the year 
of 1910, as it was deemed 
advisable to repair the old 
church with a new one. A 
new brick building occupies 
the site and bears the name 
of ‘ ‘Oak Grove Church m 
memory of the pioneer 
church although surround¬ 
ed by a maple grove. The 
two prevailing denomina¬ 
tions, Methodists and Pres¬ 
byterians, have been sig¬ 
nally blessed in securing 
ministers of great spiritual 
vision and consecration, to 
which is expressed their 
gratitude and appreciation. 

h In the early part of the 
eighteenth century a very 

important educational work 
flourished in what was then 
the village of Hillsboro. 

Under the supervision ot 

Rev. Joseph Brown the 
brick Academy was built 
and contained one large 
central room with two 
wings. The name ot Hills¬ 
boro was abandoned in 
deference to that of Acad¬ 
emy,” so strong was the 
impress of the sehoo s 
influence on the minas ana 
, the hearts of the i>eople. In 
recent years the old name 
of Hillsboro has been re¬ 
stored to the town. 

M. A. Dunlap of I onea 

City, Oklahoma, has con¬ 
tributed some recollections 

of ante helium days from 
his remarkable memory ot 
conversations heard in the 
home of his uncle, Rev. M. 
D. Dunlap. He thinks the 
first teacher ever in Hills¬ 
boro community was a man 
by the name of Keenan who 
taught more than a hun- 
dred years ago. i m 

teacher was considered a 

very learned man from the 
fact that he could write and 
read and had figured m the 
arithmetic as far as the rule 
of three. The next teacnei 
was Rev. John S. Blain, a 

Presbyterian preacher , a 

teacher, and a pnysician. 
He is described as a ^nrge, 
lean, strong, man possess¬ 
ed of a kindly face and 


whipped 13 boys the seconu 
day of school, 21 the third 
day, and 5 and 6 each day 
for about a week. Alter 

that no further trouble was 

experienced. But the 

school had an unsavory 
reputation that had to e 
disciplined, and he used 
the means within his pow¬ 
er. The wife of Dr. Blam 
was a Miss MacRoberts, 
sister of Archibald Mac- 
Roberts, who made his 
home with them and told 
that panthers would some¬ 
times enter their spring 
house and drink their milk. 

Mr. MacRoberts, whose 
father was a Randolph of 
Roanoke and descendant ot 
S Pocahontas, was the next 

! teacher. He was well 
educated and a man oi 
great talents that he used 
only under compulsion. He 

was a Whig, and in a 
campaign then being con¬ 
ducted between a Whig and 

a Democrat-m which the 

Whiff was defeated m the 

argument-Mr. MacRob- 

erts became so disgusted 
that he followed them to the 

next appointment and so 

completely routed the Dem¬ 
ocrat that he made it suit to 
steer clear of his antagonist 

, The next teacher was 
Rev. Joseph Brown whose 

gentle, Christian character 

greatly endeared him to the 

people; and it is to be taken 

for granted that as he was 
instrumental in the bull - 

ing of the brick Academy he 

i must have been the first 
teacher within its walls. 
Rev. M. D. Dunlap sue- 

ceeded him and taught 

from 1835 to 1845. His 

: school had a wide reputa¬ 
tion among his pupils and 
enjoyed the patronage ot 
; ! the Lewises and Irwins ot 

Kanawha County; Tyrees 
and others of Fayette Coun¬ 
ty; the Hayneses and others 
of Monroe County; the 
Johnsons, Bears, and ot - 

ers of Greenbrier County, 

the Bensons, Lightners, 
and Ruckmans, of Highland. 
County, Virginia. He 

taught throughout the en¬ 
tire year and sought the 
help of the more advanc¬ 
ed pupils, notably Rev. 
Wm. T. Price and Kev. 
James Haynes. It was his 
opinion that about eighty 
pupils were as many as one 

man could handle. 

Mr. Kelso, of Pennsyl¬ 
vania; and Miss Priscilla 
Ramsey, of Augusta Coun¬ 
ty, Virginia, taught on 

_: oriH SlttPT me Ciuacr 


scnool J ■ Daniel A. 

PenK. n\\e the position o 
teacher one year boarde* 
at Colonel Paul McNeel s 

and the following autum 
married the latter s eldes 

rk \Jtwm P mPl 



son v ” , i u 

boarded at Colonel M 

Neels, and made a compa 

that ran a perfect line froi 

the McNeel gate to tl 

Academy. Mr. Emery 

was said to be a relative 

Ralph Waldo Emerson ai 

a native of New England 

Miss Mary S. Loverage, 

Connecticut, taught v 

Hillsboro at the same tu 

but in a different buildini 

Mr. Emerson became o 

of her most ardent adne 

ers, but her choice fell 

Mr. Henry Clark. - 

Dunlap is under the i 

iression that Mr. Emen 

never marriei 1, which is 

i erroneous one because 

established a school 

young ladies at Shemari 

Augusta County, Virgil 

in which he was assistec 

his wife. Miss l 

Sprinkel taught in the hi 

of Colonel McNeel the 

year of the Civil War 

was betrothed to John 

gess, the first man, 

this community to be K 
by the Northern soldie 
their initial raid throug 
country. 

Fro n the foregoing i 
e sting data it is eas 

understand why so J 

noble and worthy lives 

moulded in this fine in 
tion of learning. The 
of Mr. Harmamus at 
and family deserve s 
mention. They wer 
tives of Holland, a 
escape religious pe 
i tion, braved the p© 
the deep on the rud' 
of that day and ca 
dwell among us wb 
country was in it s 111 . 
They were valuable 

tions to the social life 

community and t 

their devoted pie 

complished much g 

5 this the land of thei 
tion. Mr. Corneln 
ting, eldest son 
family, was a fine 
for many years ai 
recently, i urne 

who knew him. Mn 

Stulting Sydenstn 
daughter in the 
gave her life as a 
ary to China, beinj 
a member of the O 
Church. 

Rpv. J. h. Ken 






i * 


married 




























D. S. , 

it,, wa g succoodod by 

J1 u ' '.. ' x,.- Rev. J. v. j 
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by?"“?'„S in securing 

ministers of §r P . 

Vi hkh a S? expressed 0 their 

latitude and appreciation 

8 In the early part of tne 

eighteenth century a very 

Sndn, the s»pem»»» * 

S vir Sw« buiB 
2? contained one in, f 

The°n.J S hX- 

Kf »» *•»*»!*£ 

de, ^.”“‘° s .™ng »n“ , e 

em ^’ a nf the school s 

to J? reS nn the minds and 

the hearts of the P e °P le Q 

recent years the old name 
of Hillsboro has been re¬ 
stored to the town. 

•m A. Dunlap of Ponca 

City Oklahoma, has con¬ 
tributed some recollections 

of ante b.ltom daye from 
hi remarkable memory °f 
conversations heard m the 

home of his nndo^Be.- M- 

fcJtSor “- in Hili. 

b„ro community ^ " o 
bv the name ot * 
taught more than a hum 

dred years ago. 

teacher was consl f d ®!? d the 
vprv learned man from 
fart that he could write an 
read and had figured m the 
arithmetic as far as the rule 

° f Rpv John S. Blain, a 

Presbjrierian preacher, a 

Teacher, and a physiciam 

He is described as a large 
lean strong, man possess 

ed of a kindly face an 
gentle heart. The descnp- 

tlon 1S ® xTu said to have 
tnrv as he is smu 


U or fc 

iM i i.r 


* 11 i. V T\ fj 

w jvith them ww 

t | Y>3r»tbers would 


inTYlfi 

jU 


Mr. 86 MacRoberts, w hose 

tTucated and a ^ 

fnly under compulsion He 

Spaign then berng ccm- 

C ducted between a W^g ^d 

wub s isrfi-M- 

STbSXe »di.*««d 

that he followed themto t 

next appomtment w»d 

completely ~uted ‘he He » 


The next teacher T va ® 

Rev" Joseph Brown whose 
Gentle Christian chai acter 
f^eariv endeared him to the 

Sle and it is to be taken 

? » Se h S 

Acdemyig 

gt?tsinf:J? 

Rev M. D. Dunlap suc- 

fm 1835 to T845. His 
bool had a wide repute- 

enjoyed the J 

iu p ijewisGS Irw 

Kanawha County; Tyrees 

Sd others of Fayette Coun- 

S ty; the Hayneses and 1 othe^ 

of Monroe County, 

Johnsons, Bears, 

of Greenbrier County, 

thl Bison.- Wj-a 

and Ruckmans, of H & • - 
County, Virginia. 

taught throughoirtthe ^ 

help V of ar the more ad vanc- 

Wm. T. Price anu 

pupils were as many as o 

””5^“K d eX“rf'W 

Mr - S Vs Priscilla 

vama, and ^ Coun _ 

r, Virginia, taught one 

of school were jaarned an 

went to western Pe 


' ^ \ j i l -i j Li JlL» v | v ^ 

Hillsboro at the sam ® 

g ^SSS be«m..«o 

“ tar most .rf»t * 
ers, but her choice ^ 

Mr. Henry Clark. ^ 

Dunlap »s on Emerso n 

preSS1 maSd which is an 
never marriea, he 

erroneous one because 
established a school 
voung ladies at Shemanah, 
Augusta County, Vugmia, 

KwUht to the hotos 

- f pnionel McNeel the first 
of Colonel War and 

yeW betrothed to John Bur- 
was betrotneu {rom 

gess, the fm ki u ed 

this commune . . 

hv the Northern soldiers m 

i their initial raid through the 

country. . i n ter 

From the foregoing ^ 

esting data it 1S ? ’ 

understand why ^ ; 

tion of learning. The kve 

iftarss.ts 

UveT‘T”' Holland We and 
escape religious persec 
, tio , ‘ braved the pe fl1 
the deep on the rude cn 
of that day and came 
dwell among us whe 
country was « 
They were vaUl fw o{ 

£-SS"K 

community mi 
their devoted P 1 ^ 

35. eUsri « J” 

I'family, was a fine te 
for many y ears ^ nd b 
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a member of the Oak 
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it no 

lerienced. 


__ But the 

00V had an unsavory 
utation that had to be 
:iplined, and he used 
means within his pow- 
The wife of h*. Blain 
j a Miss MacRoberts, 
er 0 ; Archibald Mac- 
>erts, who made his 
ne with them and told 
t panthers would some* 
es enter their spring 
ise and drink their milk. 

MacRoberts, whose 
her was a Randolph of 
anoke and descendant of 
cahontas, was the next 
icher. He was well 
ucated and a man ot 
sat talents that he used 
ly under compulsion. He 
is a Wlug, and in a 
mpaign then being con- 
icted between a Whig and 
Democrat—in which the 

Rig was defeated in the 
gument—Mr. M acRob- 
ts became so disgusted 
L at he followed them to the 
3 xt appointment and so 
>mpletely routed the Dem- 
;rat that he made if suit to 

clear of his antagonist 



ie next teacher was 
Joseph Brown whose 
de, Christian character 
itly endeared him the 
pie; and it is to be taken 
granted that as he was 
rumental in the build- 

of the brick Academy he 

st have been the first 
;her within its walls. I 
r M. D. Dunlap suc- 

him and taught 

JU1 1835 to 1845. His 
hool had a wide reputa- 
3 n among his pupils and 
ijoyed the patronage of 
ie Lewises and Irwins of 
Kanawha County; Tyrees 
nd others of Fayette Coun- 
f - the Hayneses and others 
f Monroe County; the 
ohnsons, Bears, and oth- 

rs of Greenbrier County; 

he Bensons, Lightners, 
ind Ruckmans, of Highland 
bounty, Virginia. He 
aught throughout the en- 
,ire year and sought the 
help of the more advanc¬ 
ed pupils, notably Rev. 
Wm T. Price and Rev. 

James Haynes. It was his 

opinion that about eigh.y 
pupils were as many as one 

man could handle. 

Mr. Kelso, of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and Mias Pnsc'ha 
Ramsey, of Augusta Coun¬ 
ty, Virginia, aught one 

session, 

B _1 

of school were married and 
went to western Pennsyl¬ 
vania to conduct a boarding 


and the following autumn ■ - 

married the latter’s eldest 
daughter. Rev. Mr. Emer¬ 
son taught two sessions, 
boarded at Colonel Mc- 
Neels, and made a compass 
that ran a perfect line from 
the McNeel gate to the 
Academy. Mr. Emerson 
was said to be a relative of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
a native of New England. 

Miss Mary S. Loverage, of 

Connecticut, taught in 

Hillsboro at the same tune, 
but in a different building. 

Mr. Emerson became one 
of her most ardent admir¬ 
ers, but her choice fell to 
Mr. Henry Clark. Mr. 
Dunlap is under the im¬ 
pression that Mr. Emerson 
never married, which is an 
erroneous one because he 
established a school for 
young ladies at Shemanah, 
Augusta County, Virginia, 
in which he was assisted by 
his wife. Miss May 
Sprinkel taught in the home 

of Colonel McNeel the first 
year of the Civil War and 
was betrothed to John Bur¬ 
gess. the first man from 
this community to be killed 
by the Northern soldiers m 
their initial raid through the 

country. . 

From the foregoing inter¬ 
esting data it is easy to 
understand why so many 
noble and worthy lives were 
moulded in this fine institu¬ 
tion of learning. 'I he lives 
of Mr. Harmanius Stulting 
and family deserve special 
mention. They were na- 
tives of Holland, and to 
escape religious persecu- 
tion, braved the perils of 
the deep on the rude cratt 
of that day and came to 
dwell among us when the 
country was in its infancy. 
They were valuable addi¬ 
tions to the social life of the 

community am 
their devoted piety ac¬ 
complished much good in 
this the land of their adop¬ 
tion. Mr. Cornelius Stul¬ 
ting, eldest son in the 
family, was a fine teacher 
for many years and died 
recently, mourned by au 
who knew him. Mrs. Came 

Stulting Sydenstricker, a 

daughter in the family, 
gave her life as a mission¬ 
ary to China, being sent as 
a member of the Oak Grove 

Church. —y. . 

Rev. J. S. Kenmson, a 

minister now in Albemarle 
Presbytery, N. C., is anoth¬ 
er worthy representative m 

the Master’s cause from 


WUUl, U1 l l^UH UB. -- 

Virginia. He was of a 

pugilistic temperament 

Lid, in the fear that he had 

slain an antagonist, fled 
from his native -and and 
became a fugitive v 
lowed the trend o 
Alleghanies. After spend-j 
ing some time in th~ir 
gloomy depths he emerged 
into this section ot the 
country and was so favor- 
ably impressed with tnt 
fertile land, fine timber, 
and the general outlook ot a 
goodly place in which to 
dwell, that he cast his tent 
i on the gentle slope between . 
where are now the gate at 
the road and the Matthew 
John McNeel residence. 

' He came here in the year 
1765 After he began to 
occupy his tent or camp, 

padded, muffled, foot S teps 
were heard circling the 
camp at night. He ieigne 
sleep, keeping his gun nea 
at hand, until he heard 
something stealthily creep 
upon the poles forming the 

roof. When he looked m 
the direction of the sound 
• he beheld, by the light of 
the camp fire, the fiery eyes 
of a panther. He lost no 
time getting nd ot the 

unwelcome visitor* 

One day while out hunt- 
ins for venison and fish ne 

“St Charles and Jacob 

Kennison, natives ot his 
home land, who proved 
angels in disguise in bring¬ 
ing to him the glad tidings 
that the man he thought n 
had killed had recovered 
and was in good health. 
Imagination fails to convey 
the great relief and grati¬ 
tude that filled his heart to 
know he was not a murder¬ 
er , of which his future life 
gave convincing evidence. 

He invited the Kennisons to 
share his camp and aided 
them in selecting a home 
site adjoining his tract. 
About this time John Me- 
Neel must have built him- 
self a cabin in the rear of 
the Matthew John McNeel 
residence, near a wonderful 
spring in that locality. 
These three men soon re- 
turned to the lower valley ol 
Virginia. It was on this visit 
that he married Martha 
Davis who was born in 
Wales in 1740. Soon after 
their marriage they came to 
the Little Levels to make 
their home. They brought 
with them a Welch Bible 
now in the possession ot 

.Tnsenh S. McNeel, son of 





















ipped 13 boys the second I 
f of school, 21 the third 
f, and 5 and 6 each day 
about a week. After 

at no further trouble was 
perienced. But the 
hool had an unsavory 
putation that had to be j 
sciplined, and he used 
e means within his pow- 
The wife of Dr. Blain 
js a jMiss MacRoberts, 

3 ter of Archibald Mac- 
)berts, who made his j 
>me with them and told | 
at panthers would some- 
nes enter their spring 
>use and drink their milk. 

[r. MacRoberts, whose 
ither was a Randolph of 
oanoke and descendant of 
ocahontas, was the next 
>acher. He was well 
ducated and a man of 
reat talents that he used 
nly under compulsion. He 
ras a Whig, and in a 
ampaign then being con- 
:ucted between a Whig and 
Democrat—in which the 
Vhig was defeated in the 
i gument — Mr. M acRob- 
srts became so disgusted 
hat he followed them to the 
lext appointment and so 
completely routed the Dem¬ 
ocrat that he made it suit to 
steer clear of his antagonist 

. The next teacher was 
Rev. Joseph Brown whose 
gentle, Christian character 
greatly endeared him to the 
people; and it is to be taken 
for granted that as he was 
instrumental in the build¬ 
ing of the brick Academy he 
must have been the first 
teacher within its walls. 
Rev. M. D. Dunlap suc¬ 
ceeded hii n and taught 
from 1835 to 1845. His 
school had a wide reputa¬ 
tion among his pupils and 
enjoyed the patronage of 
the Lewises and Irwins ofr 
Kanawha County; Tyrees 
I and others of Fayette Coun- 
I ty; the Hayneses and others 
of Monroe County; the 
Johnsons, Bears, and oth¬ 
ers of Greenbrier County; • 
the Bensons, Lightners, 
and Ruckmans, of Highland 
County, Virginia. He 
taught throughout the en¬ 
tire year and sought the 
help of the more advanc¬ 
ed pupils, notably Rev. 
Wr T. Price and Rev. 
James Haynes. It was his 
opinion that about eighty 
pupils were as many as one 

man could handle* 

Mr. Kelso, of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and Miss Priscilla 
| Ramsey, of Augusta Cor 
fx/ Virginia, taught one 


1 

school. Rev, Daniel A. 
Penick filled the position of 
teacher one year, boarded 

at Colonel Paul McNeel s, 
and the following autumn, 
married the latter s eldest 
daughter. Rev. Mr. Emer¬ 
son taught two sessions, 
boarded at Colonel Mc- 
Neels, and made a compass 
that ran a perfect line from 
the McNeel gate to the 
Academy. Mr. Emerson 
was said to foe a relative of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
a native of New England. 

Miss Mary S. Loverage, of 
Connecticut, taught in 
Hillsboro at the same time, 
but in a different building. 

Mr. Emerson became one 
of her most ardent admir¬ 
ers, but her choice fell to 
Mr. Henry Clark. Mr. 
Dunlap is under the im¬ 
pression that Mr. Emerson 
never married, which is an 
erroneous one because he 
established a school for 
young ladies at Shen ;ariah, 
Augusta County, Virginia, 
in which he was assisted by 
his wife. Miss May 
Sprinkel taught in the home 

of Colonel McNeel the first 
year of the Civil War and 
was betrothed to John Bur¬ 
gess, the first man from 
this community to be killed 
by the Northern soldiers in 
their initial raid through the 

country. . . 

From the foregoing inter¬ 
esting data it is easy to 
understand why so many 
noble and worthy lives were 
moulded in this fine institu¬ 
tion of learning. The lives 
of Mr. Harmanius Stulting 
and family deserve special 

mention. They were na¬ 
tives of Holland, and to 
escape religious persecu¬ 
tion, braved the perils ot 
the deep on the rude craft 
of that day and came to 
dwell among us when thei 
country was in its infancy. 
They were valuable addi¬ 
tions to the social life of the 
community and through 
their devoted piety ac¬ 
complished much good in 
this the land of their adop¬ 
tion. Mr. Cornelius Stul¬ 
ting, eldest son in the 
family, was a fine teacher 
for many years and died 
recently, mourned by all 
who knew him. h 1 rs. Carrie 
Stulting Sydenstricker, a 
daughter in the family, 
gave her life as a mission¬ 
ary to China, being sent as 
a member of tiie Oak Grove 
Church. 

Rev. J. S. Kenmson, a 


the same church, ine um 
permanent settler m e 
wilderness of the Hillsboro 
Community was Jon < 

Neel, of Frederick County, 

Virginia. He was of a 

pugilistic temperameii 

and, in the fear that he had 
slain an antagonist, tleu 
j from his native land and 
became a fugitive who fol¬ 
lowed the trend of the 
Alleghanies. After spend- 
ing some time in their 
gloomy depths he emerged 
into this section of me 
country and was so t av ° r " 
ably impressed with the 
fertile land, fine timber, 
and the general outlook of a 
goodly place in wmch to 
dwell, that he cast his tent 
on the gentle slope between 
where are now the gate at 
the road and the Matthew 
John McNeel residence. 

He came here in the year 
1765. After he began to 
occupy bis tent or camp, 

padded, muffled, footsteps 
were heard circling the 

camp at night. He feigned 

sleep, keeping his gun near 
at hand, until he heard 

something stealthily creep 
upon the po.es forming the 

roof. When he looked in 
the direction of the sound 
' he beheld, by the light of 
the camp fire, the fiery eyes 
of a panther. He lost no 
time getting rid of the 

unwelcome visitor. 

One day while out hunt¬ 
ing for venison and fish he 
met Charles and Jacob 
Kennison, natives of his 
[home land, who proved 
angels in disguise in ring- 
, ing to him the glad tidings 
that the man he thought he 
had killed had recovered 
and was in good health. 
Imagination fails to convey 
the great relief and grati¬ 
tude that filled his heart to 
know he was not a murder¬ 
er, of which his future life 
gave convincing evidence. 
He invited the Kennisons to 
share his camp and aided 
them in selecting a home 
site adjoining his tract. 
About this time John Mc¬ 
Neel must have built him¬ 
self a cabin in the rear of 
the Matthew John McNeel 

residence, near a wonderful 
spring in that locality. 
These three men soon re¬ 
turned to the lower valley of 
Virginia. It was on this visit 
that he married Martha 
Davis who was born in 
Wales in 1740. Soon after 

their marriage they came to 
a i _ t t aitdIc tn make 





al Dyer says that he 
►d this is the end of 
ery that began with 

mearance in the Lo- 4 
i of Waiter G. Smith, 
‘bllansbee. a summer 
tWatoga State Park, 

4. Hauer was last 
following Monday. 
>ody, with three bul- 
s in the head, was 
Wednesday, June 11, 
obelia Saltpeter Cave, 
ise to Hauer's home, 
ast will and testament 
Hauer’s was found in 
g telling of the murder 
gre Smith’s body was 
t his own body would 
Hy be found in a cave, 
ie exhaustive search of 
the area that followed.! 
ssion to print the pap-) 
lenied Monday as it is : 
criminal evidence but 

ntly will have to be re- 

io effect the transfer of j 
tcre farm which Hauer; 
to go to the Nature 
rancy, a national group 
gd to preserving areas 
natural state. The typ- 

was signed but not wit* 

>r had been indicted for 
s murder at the October 
>f Court and so the case 
ed a murder-suicide and 

considered closed. 
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May God rest your 
toul and give you 
leace. And may 

four acts of kindness 
thine over tJie dark¬ 
less of your passing. 

Your Friends 



Its* Uoyti D. Wilssn 

Jessie Gray McFerrin 
, 77, of Mill Point, died 
y, May 15, 1978, at 
tr State Hospital after 
years’ illness. 

vas a schoolteacher be- 
p marriage to Lloyd 
, who preceded tier in 
in 1971. She was a 
ir of the Marvin Chap- 
hodist Church. 

, Wilson was the daugh- 
the late Dr. Samuel A. 
Tin, Sr., and Mary Vir- 

■ianna McFerrin. 

riving her are a brother, 
rd McFerrin, of Ffank- 
ind one nephew, Samuel 
•Ferrin, III, of Renick. 

arrangements are 

it* 


History of 

Hillsboro Community 

t (Pocahontas County 
Bv Mary Isetta Wallace 
■- The town of Hillsboro is 
slocated in a rich and beauti¬ 
ful valley. It is two and 
one-half miles from the 
t nearest railroad station 
called Seebert and named 
5 in honor of a family by that 
rname which settled there in 
\ the wilderness in the early 
f days. Hillsboro was named 
-for Richard Hill, the pio¬ 
neer from North Carolina, 
who built his home on a 
good farm in the neighbor 
ing Lobelia, His house was 
an unusually good one for 
that age. Simon Girty, the 

renegade, told that Indians 
were so impressed with the 
fine display of the home of 
Mr. Hill that they called 

him white man's king. 

The house was built ot 
hewed logs, and the space 
between filled with wood, 
mortar or mud, and then 
white washed. It had three 
porches, two tall chimneys, 
and eight rooms. mils 
Creek was named for Mr. 

Hill and, because of his 
sterling worth, ‘ ‘ will sing 
his requiem as long as its 
waters flow." The creek 
flows through a narrow 
channel which increases its 
velocity until it plunges 
over a precipice sixty or 
more feet high forming a 
perfect spray and creating 
the beautiful. Falls of Hills 

- Crt^k. ' ■,! 

Brul f ey’s Creek, named 
after the first settler, John 
Bruffey, son of Patrick 
Bruffey, the pioneer a 

revolutionary soldier under 

General Wayne, unites m 
, time of flood with Hills 
Creek where their waters 
sink under Droop Mountain 
to appear again in the lower 
end of the Little Levels. | 
Hills Creek forms Locust 
Creek and empties into the 
Greenbrier River. Bruffeys 
Creek forms Hughes Creek 
and after sinking and partly 
sinking tor two miles, emp¬ 
ties into the Blue Hole. 
Many of the numerous 
progeny of Richard Hill 
founded their homes in the 
Hillsboro Community. 

The majority of the peo¬ 
ple of Hillsboro Community 
are of Scotch-Irish descent, 
their chief pursuits being 
agriculture and stock rais¬ 
ing. Many fine herds of 
cattle and sheep, from time 
immemorial, have been 
prepared for the eastern 
markets and at the present 

_ • i * _ i _ 


C. Willey, the farmers are 
becoming thoroughly 
aroused to the importance 
of purebred stock. 

As the traveler ascends 
by an easy climb and gentle 
undulations the winding 
road cut on the face of 
Droop Mountain he beholds 
a panorama of unsurpassed 
loveliness when the sun 
pours his effulgent warmth 
and brightness over the 
mountains, plains, valleys 
and hills as they unite in 
proclaiming ‘The Lord 
reigneth, let the earth re- 
4 joiceHe also beholds 


historic ground, for it was 
at the foot of Droop Moun¬ 
tain where General Averill 
with 5000 men pitched their 
tents before the Battle of 
Droop Mountain which be¬ 
gan on November 6, 1863. 

Hillsboro has always 
been a religious and educa¬ 
tional center. John Jordan 
of pioneer fame. K ave a 
building site to the Meth¬ 
odist church which was 
destroyed by fire and they 
have since built four other 
churches in the community 
1 and now worship in a very 

comfortable, commodious 

building in the town of 
Hillsboro. In extracts from 
the journal of Rev. Francis 
Asbury we find that in the 
years 1788, 1790 and 1796 
he had made three evange¬ 
listic tours through this 
section of the country com¬ 
ing up through Greenbrier 

County each tune and being 

entertained and preaching 

at the home of McNeel in 
the Little Levels, going 
from there to the Drinnon 
home where he was receiv¬ 
ed “gladly" and entertain- 

j ed “kindly" in the Edray 

neighborhood. His course 
led from there to Cloverlick 
down through Tygarts Val- 
ley in Randolph County 
enroute to Morgantown. At 
the McNeel home lively 
religious discussions were 
indulged in by the whole 

community. 

Oak Grove Presbyterian 
Church was organized in 
the year of 1793. The early 
records of the Church were 
lost and no one remembers 
when it was built. A 
substantial brick structure 
in which this sect wor¬ 
shipped for many years was 
later built southeast of 
Hillsboro, where the ceme¬ 
tery is still kept up. In 1830 
the Church was reorganiz¬ 
ed and Josiah Beard, Davis 
Poague, and John Jordan 
were elected elders. The 










